Prepare for Winter Weather
You need to begin making winter maintenance preparations before winter and before the cold weather sets in.  In Central California, Old Man Winter can bring wind, rain, fog, frost and snow, or be mild with plenty of sunshine and warmer days.  Unfortunately, it’s hard to predict which it will be, so let’s prepare for the worse and hope for the best!

Before the cold weather sets in:

· Give your home a look; was it chilly inside last year?  

Check Windows and Doors  -  Is there weather-stripping?  Is it worn?  To replace it, go to your nearby hardware store, where it’s sold in rolls.  It’s easy to install, with a peel & stick backing.  Just cut to the correct length, pull the tape off, and then stick into place!   Your hardware store service personnel can show you how to do it.
If you use a window air-conditioner, remove it and close the window.  If you cannot remove it, cover it with an insulated liner to prevent drafts. 
Check the Roof  -  (and the rain gutters)  -  Check for missing, damaged or warped shingles and replace them.  Check the ‘flashing’ around chimney, walls, and skylights and vent pipes.  Seal joints where rain could penetrate, using  roofing cement and caulking gun. 
Check rain gutters and downspouts; if loose or sagging, re-secure them.  Make sure they’re clear of any debris. Downspouts should extend away from the house to prevent flooding of the foundation. 

Check the Fireplace  -  If you use a fireplace, make sure to check the firebox and flue system to ensure they are clean of any soot or creosote, and that there aren’t any cracks or voids that could cause a fire hazard.

(Remember:  Wood burning is monitored in the San Joaquin Valley – a “no burn day” means you cannot use your fire place, unless it is the only source of heat for your home.  Burn days are announced on the local news, (NBC Ch. 24, FOX Ch. 26, ABC Ch. 30, CBS Ch. 47, - Comcast Ch. 3, 4, 6 and 7), or you can check the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District website at www.valleyair.org
When not in use, check the fireplace for drafts.  Make sure the damper is closed when not using to avoid letting in colder air.

Protect Your Faucets From Freezing  -  If the garden hose is not in use, take it off and store inside.  This will reduce breakage and extend the life of the hose.  

If freezing temperatures are in the forecast, wrap outdoor faucets with a double or triple layer of newspaper or old rags, and secure with duct tape.   You can also purchase insulating pipe sleeves at your local hardware store.  Just cut to the correct size and slip around exposed faucet and/or pipe.  (The sleeve has a slit on one side, making it easy to place around the pipe). 
Allowing faucets to drip slightly during freezing weather, may not prevent freezing, but it allows the release of pressure if the pipes should freeze.  But, if you’re on a meter, be mindful of how much water you’re using, although a few extra dollars during a freeze, may be acceptable rather than facing frozen & broken water pipes!  
