
CORCORAN CITY COUNCIL, 
JOINT POWERS FINANCE AUTHORITY, 

SUCCESSOR AGENCY FOR CORCORAN RDA, 
& HOUSING AUTHORITY 

AGENDA 
City Council Chambers 
1015 Chittenden Avenue 

Corcoran, CA  93212 

Monday, October 19, 2015 
6:00 P.M. 

Public Inspection:  A detailed City Council packet is available for review at the City Clerk’s 
Office, located at Corcoran City Hall, 832 Whitley Avenue. 
Notice of ADA Compliance: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you 
need assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerks Office at  
(559) 992-2151 ext. 235.  
Public Comment: Members of the audience may address the Council on non-agenda items; 
however, in accordance with government code section 54954.2, the Council may not (except in 
very specific instances) take action on an item not appearing on the posted agenda. 

This is the time for members of the public to comment on any matter within the 
jurisdiction of the Corcoran City Council.  This is also the public’s opportunity to request that a 
Consent Calendar item be removed from that section and made a regular agenda item.  The 
councilmembers ask that you keep your comments brief and positive.  Creative criticism, 
presented with appropriate courtesy, is welcome.   

After receiving recognition from the chair, speakers shall walk to the rostrum, state their name 
and address and proceed with comments.  Each speaker will be limited to five (5) minutes.  
Consent Calendar: All items listed under the consent calendar are considered to be routine and 
will be enacted by one motion.  If anyone desires discussion of any item on the consent calendar, 
the item can be removed at the request of any member of the City Council and made a part of the 
regular agenda. 

ROLL CALL  Mayor:   Jerry Robertson  
Vice Mayor:  Mark Cartwright 
Council Member:  Jim Wadsworth 
Council Member: Raymond Lerma 
Council Member: Sidonio “Sid” Palmerin 

INVOCATION 
FLAG SALUTE 

1. PUBLIC DISCUSSION



2. CONSENT CALENDAR (VV)
2-A.   Approval of minutes of the City Council regular meeting of October 5, 2015.
2-B. Authorization to read ordinances and resolutions by title only.
2-C.  Consider letter of support for the Western Water and American Food Security Act.

3. APPROPRIATIONS (VV)
Approval of Warrant Register dated October 19, 2015. (Ruiz-Nuñez) (VV)

4. PRESENTATIONS- None

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
5-A. Public Hearing to obtain comments on intent to increase planning and engineering
fees. (Tromborg) (VV)

A. Open Public hearing 
B. Staff Report  
C. Accept written testimony 
D. Accept oral testimony 
E. Close hearing 
F. Council discussion 
G. By motion, approve/approve with changes/deny recommendation. 

6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS
6-A.   Consider funding request made by Corcoran High School. (Meik) (VV)

7. STAFF REPORTS
7-A.    Approval of First Quarter 2016 Fiscal Year revenue and expenses (Ruiz-Nuñez) (VV)

7-B.  Consider ongoing water conservation efforts. (Meik) (VV)

8. MATTERS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL
8-A. Information Items

8-B. Staff Referral Items - Items of Interest (Non-action items the Council may wish to discuss)

8-C.  Committee Reports

9. CLOSED SESSION
9-A. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR(S) (Government

Code § 54956.8).  It is the intent of this governing body to meet in closed session 
to confer with its real property negotiator concerning the purchase, sale, 
exchange, or lease of real property by or for this local agency as follows:  
Property Description (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcel 
number or other unique reference):  APNs: 034-143-072, and 030-204-002___ 
Our Negotiator: Kindon Meik  
Parties with whom negotiating:  
Instructions to negotiator concerning:  Price   Terms of payment   TBD 

9-B. CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATOR(S) (Government 
Code § 54956.8).  It is the intent of this governing body to meet in closed session 
to confer with its real property negotiator concerning the purchase, sale, 
exchange, or lease of real property by or for this local agency as follows:  
Property Description (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcel 
number or other unique reference):  Investment Properties______________ 
Our Negotiator: Kindon Meik  
Parties with whom negotiating:  
Instructions to negotiator concerning:  Price   Terms of payment   TBD 



 
9-C. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 
Conference with legal counsel – Deciding whether or not basis exists for closed-
session for anticipated litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(3)).   

 
9-D. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning:  
Conference with legal counsel – ANTICIPATED LITIGATION (Government 
Code § 54956.9(d)).   

  Initiation of litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(4)). 
Number of potential cases is: __1___. 

 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT   

I certify that I caused this Agenda of the Corcoran City Council meeting to be posted at the City 
Council Chambers, 1015 Chittenden Avenue on October 15, 2015.  

 

   

Karla Cruz, City Clerk  
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 MINUTES 
CORCORAN CITY COUNCIL,  

JOINT POWERS FINANCE AUTHORITY, 
SUCCESSOR AGENCY FOR CORCORAN RDA 

& HOUSING AUTHORITY 
REGULAR MEETING  

Monday, October 5, 2015 

The regular session of the Corcoran City Council was called to order by Mayor Robertson, 
in the City Council Chambers, 1015 Chittenden Avenue, Corcoran, CA at 6:00 P.M. 

ROLL CALL  
Councilmembers present: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry 

Robertson  

Councilmembers absent: Mark Cartwright 

Staff present: Karla Cruz, Michael Farley, Kindon Meik, Soledad Ruiz-
Nuñez, Baldomero Rodriguez, Reuben Shortnacy, Kevin 
Tromborg  

Press present:  Jeanette Todd, “The Corcoran Journal” 

INVOCATION Invocation was presented by Meik. 

FLAG SALUTE The flag salute was led by Lerma. 

1. PUBLIC DISCUSSION  - None
2. CONSENT CALENDAR

Following Council discussion a motion was made by Wadsworth and seconded by Lerma to
approve Consent Calendar: Motion carried by the following vote:

AYES: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry Robertson  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Mark Cartwright

2-A.   Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting of September 21, 2015.
2-B. Authorization to read ordinances and resolutions by title only.

3. APPROPRIATIONS
Following Council discussion a motion was made by Lerma and seconded by Wadsworth to
approve the Warrant Register dated October 5, 2015.  Motion carried by the following vote:

AYES: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry Robertson  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Mark Cartwright

4. PRESENTATIONS – Presentation of Proclamation 2807 honoring Emmeterio Duran, and
Proclamation 2808 honoring Adriana Romero.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS - None

6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS – None
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7. STAFF REPORTS
7-A. Following Council discussion a motion was made by Lerma and seconded by

Wadsworth to approve the request from the VFW to hold a carnival from October 
30, 2015- November 1, 2015 at J.G. Boswell Park with the requirement that 
pedestrian entrances on Patterson Avenue are locked. Motion carried by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry Robertson  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Mark Cartwright 
7-B. Following Council discussion a motion was made by Wadsworth and seconded by 

Palmerin to approve the purchase of police vehicles. Motion carried by the following 
vote: 

AYES: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry Robertson  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Mark Cartwright 
7-C. Following Council discussion a motion was made by Wadsworth and seconded by 

Lerma to approve investment options for Police Facilities funds. Motion carried by 
the following vote: 

AYES: Raymond Lerma, Sidonio Palmerin, Jim Wadsworth and Jerry Robertson  
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Mark Cartwright 

8. MATTERS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL
8-A. Council received information items.
8-B. Staff received referral items.
8-C. Committee reports.

9. CLOSED SESSION
The regular meeting was reconvened at 6:37 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT 6:38 P.M. 

____________________________ 

       Jerry Robertson, Mayor 

____________________________ 

Karla Cruz, City Clerk 

APPROVED DATE: __________________ 
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CORCORAN 
City of  

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION   
FOUNDED 1914 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
  ITEM #: 2-C 

MEMO 

TO: Corcoran City Council 

FROM: Kindon Meik, City Manager 

DATE: October 15, 2015  MEETING DATE: October 19, 2015 

SUBJECT: Consider letter of support for the Western Water and American Food 
Security Act of 2015. 

Recommendation: 
Approve letter of support for HR 2898 and authorize Mayor to sign on City’s behalf. 

Discussion: 
The City was recently contacted by representatives from Congressman David Valadao’s office 
with the request to provide a letter of support for HR 2898 known as the Western Water and 
American Food Security Act of 2015.   

The legislation is an effort to change water policies requiring federal and state agencies that have 
limited the availability of water to local communities.  HR 2898 also encourages the construction 
of new infrastructure for the movement and storage of water throughout California.   

The bill has been approved by the House of Representatives and legislation has been introduced 
in the Senate.   

Budget Impact: 
None. 

Attachments: 
Letter of support 
Legislative summary of the Western Water and American Food Security Act of 2015 

http://www.cityofcorcoran.com/
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October 15, 2015 

U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 

Dear Congressman Valdao, 

California’s Central Valley, which provides the majority of fruits and vegetables for the country, 
has been suffering from a drought, which has only been made worse by Federal regulations. As a 
result, over 300 billion gallons of water have been diverted away from the region in an effort to 
protect the Delta Smelt.  Today, citizens and farmers in the Central Valley are receiving less 
water, if any at all, than they previously contracted for and purchased.  The water system that 
established California as a beacon of ingenuity has been pushed to the wayside for a bait fish and 
has had devastating consequences for farmers, as they now fallow thousands of acres of 
farmland. Cities in the Central Valley have run dry, relying solely on trucks to deliver potable 
water.  

For years, you have fought to bring water back to the valley; and this year is no different. We 
support your introduction of H.R. 2898, The Western Water and American Food Security Act.  
This bill would ensure reliable water deliveries for our valley, secure private property and senior 
water rights, and save millions of dollars by ending wasteful protectionist plans. The bill also 
requires regulators to substantiate claims with scientific evidence. To ensure water reliability in 
the future, the bill obligates the federal government to complete feasibility studies for multiple 
water storage projects in California and increases the scope of investigation for dam safety 
throughout the West, including expansion. 

Something must be done in response to the drought crisis and we are hopeful this legislation is 
the first step to addressing the water supply challenges we face. We look forward to working 
with you on advancing H.R. 2898, the Western Water and American Food Security Act.  

Sincerely, 

Jerry Robertson 
 Mayor, City of Corcoran 

CORCORAN 
City of  

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION  FOUNDED 1914 
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Original Author: Congressman David G. Valadao 
The Western Water and American Food Security Act of 2015 
June 2015 
  

The Western Water and 
American Food Security Act of 2015 

Legislative Summary 
California is enduring its worst drought in 1,200 years, and a growing number of communities across the West have 
become impacted by severe drought conditions. Although this challenge is not new to the arid West, it is 
compounded by a complex and often contradictory system of laws, court decisions, and regulations, at the state and 
federal level, that are failing the needs of both people and species.   

California’s water system is one of the most sophisticated in the world and has served as a catalyst for economic 
prosperity. That pioneering approach has since been abandoned and the effects have devastated our communities, 
threatened our food security, and have placed undue burden on our environment.  

Communities Grow When Water Flows 
California is the eighth largest economy in the world and has long served as a beacon for growth and innovation. 
From Palo Alto to the Central Valley to the Mojave Desert, California is home to some of our greatest innovators 
and achievements that ensure the United States remains the world’s leader.  Water is the lifeblood of our State 
and failure to deliver a reliable and affordable supply in California and the Western United States jeopardizes our 
ability to continue to grow a more prosperous, healthy, and secure United States.  

Food Security 
California feeds our nation’s families, as half of the fruits, vegetables, and nuts consumed in the U.S. are grown in 
California. If California is unable produce the food our nation needs, we will be forced to turn to other nations 
where pesticide use and farming techniques are often far less regulated than the in United States. Furthermore, 
California’s contribution as “the nation’s salad bowl” is essential to a healthier America as the fight against obesity 
continues.  

Environmental Challenges 
When water is flushed out to the ocean, California communities are left with measures of last resort. To survive 
during these times of drought, communities are forced to drill for water in aquifers beneath the surface. When 
wells run dry and the aquifers are depleted, land subsidence and irreversible environmental damage occurs.     

The Western Water and American Food Security Act of 2015 would rebalance water policies in California and the 
West. Requiring federal and state agencies to use better science, and rooting their regulatory decisions in that new 
science will provide more water provided to our parched communities. It also enacts permitting reforms aimed at 
building infrastructure to capture water for humans and species. This would enable the movement and storage of 
water throughout California to better prepare for future droughts, so that the great frontier can continue to grow. 

Relying on Better Science in California 
The Western Water and American Food Security Act of 2015 does not eviscerate the Endangered Species Act. 
Instead, it would incorporate an empirical approach that even Bill Nye could endorse by requiring regulators to 
back up claims of disruption to protected fish species with actual evidence. And if disruptions to fish populations 
do occur, all available mitigation options must be considered before water that is contracted and paid for by our 
communities is diverted to the ocean. 

Flexibility to Plan Ahead 
When Mother Nature blesses California and the Western United States with periods of rain and snow, this bill 
would provide state and federal regulators direction and flexibility to capture water for delivery to Central and 
Southern California. This bill also takes a long-term approach to helping California and the Western United States 
by requiring the federal government to complete consideration of feasibility studies for multiple water storage 
projects in California that have been languishing in bureaucratic purgatory for up to ten years. By creating a 
process to build new storage facilities in the West, we can capture more water during wet years for use in dry 
years.  



























 

CITY OFFICES:   
832 Whitley Avenue   *    Corcoran, CA 93212   *   Phone 559-992-2151   *   www.cityofcorcoran.com 

CORCORAN 
City of  

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION   
FOUNDED 1914 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
  ITEM #: 6-A 

MEMO 

TO: Corcoran City Council 

FROM: Kindon Meik, City Manager 

DATE: October 13, 2015  MEETING DATE: October 19, 2015 

SUBJECT: Consider funding request made by Corcoran High School. 

Recommendation: 
It is requested the Council approve, deny, or modify the funding request made by Corcoran High 
School and make a finding determining if there is a benefit to the community.

Discussion: 
Staff received a written funding request from Corcoran High School in the amount of $100.00 to 
be used towards the Career Day Luncheon in March. Funding for this event has not been 
requested in past years. City funds have been requested in the past to help fund the yearbook 
class. 

The Council will need to make a finding to determine the benefit of this request for the 
community. Staff reviewed the request and recommends the Council consider the recipient 
provides an educational event benefiting the students of Corcoran High School. The benefit this 
program could provide to the community is an educational service that would motivate the 
students of Corcoran High School to pursue a career or higher education.   

The event, which the request proposes to help fund, is made available to all Corcoran High 
School students and allows the administration staff to show their gratitude to all the professionals 
for their time. It also creates an incentive to help attract various presenters and demonstrates an 
appreciation for their contribution to “Career Day”.     

Budget Impact: 
The 2015-2016 budget for Council’s “Grants and Contributions” is $1,000. A reduction was 
made to the Grants and Contributions budget in the amount of $200, the budget is currently at 
$800. 

http://www.cityofcorcoran.com/
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CORCORAN 
City of  

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION   
FOUNDED 1914 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
  ITEM #: 7-B 

MEMO 

TO: Corcoran City Council 

FROM: Kindon Meik, City Manager 

DATE: October 15, 2015  MEETING DATE: October 19, 2015 

SUBJECT: Consider ongoing water conservation efforts in upcoming months. 

Recommendation: 
Discuss City’s water conservation efforts to date and provide direction on potential watering 
restrictions for upcoming months.

Discussion: 
Over the last six months, the City has taken a pro-active approach to conserve water and meet 
State mandates.  In order to meet the requirements set forth by the State, the City implemented a 
two day outdoor irrigation schedule.  To date, City efforts have resulted in the following water 
reduction percentages: 

September       26% 
August             31% 
July 36% 

At this time, staff is soliciting input from the Council in regards to water conservation measures 
in the City during the upcoming months. 

Budget Impact: 
Undetermined. 

Attachments: 
None. 

http://www.cityofcorcoran.com/
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MATTERS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
ITEM #: 8-A  

MEMORANDUM 
MEETING DATE:  October 19, 2015 

TO:  Corcoran City Council 

FROM: Kindon Meik, City Manager 

SUBJECT:  Matters for Mayor and Council 

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS 
o October 28, 2015 (Wednesday) City Employee Recognition– 12:30-2:30 PM
o November 2, 2015 (Monday) City Council Meeting– 6:00 PM, Council Chambers
o November 11, 2015 (Wednesday) City Offices Closed, Observance of Veterans Day
o November 16, 2015 (Monday) City Council Meeting– 6:00 PM, Council Chambers

A. Information Items 

None. 

B. Council Comments – This is the time for council members to comment on matters of interest. 

1. Staff Referral Items

C. Committee Reports   

D. Council Goals: 

CORCORAN 
City of  

A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION  FOUNDED 1914 

http://www.cityofcorcoran.com/


Update 10/19/2015 

COUNCIL REQUESTS OR REFERRAL ITEMS  
PENDING FURTHER ACTION or RESOLUTION BY STAFF 

DATE  
Sent to Council/ 
Request made 

REQUEST STATUS DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBLE 

Dept/Division 
04/01/13 Council directed staff to explore options to establish 

electronic council packets (e-packets) and cost of tablets 
including funding options.  

Ongoing City Manager 

04/01/13 Council directed staff to explore options to upgrade 
audio visual (AV) equipment, including audio 
(microphone), video projection and display in the 
Council Chambers. 

Ongoing City Manager 

07/01/13 UPDATE: 02/17/15 Council authorized NHA Advisors 
to prepare financial strategic plan.  Plan will discuss city 
revenues and projected expenses. 

09/16/13 Staff presented revenue generating options to 
Council.  Council requested additional information on 
specific items. 

Ongoing City Manager 

03/16/15 UPDATE:  
Water reduction percentages: 
September       26% 
August             31% 
July 36% 

09/08/15 To date the City has issued a total of 58 formal 
warnings for water violations.  City Council directed 
Staff to work with the Journal to encourage further 
conservation and to consider an additional mailer.  

07/15/15 City has issued approximately 20 formal 
warnings for violations of the City Code.  Based on the 
reports submitted to the State, the City reduced water 
consumption by 33% as compared to the 2013 baseline 
for the month of June. 

06/10/15 Direct mailer with Stage 2 rules and restrictions 
finalized and sent to printer.  

05/26/15 Council approved Ordinance No. 625 
amending Chapter 1 of Title 8 and approved Resolution 
No. 2778 implementing Water Conservation Stage 2. 

05/04/15 Council provided final comments on Chapter 1 
of Title 8.  An ordinance amending said section of the 
municipal code will be introduced at a special meeting 
on May 26, 2015. 

Ongoing City Manager/ 
Public Works/ 
Community 
Development 
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