
CORCORAN CITY COUNCIL, 
JOINT POWERS FINANCE AUTHORITY, 

 SUCCESSOR AGENCY FOR CORCORAN RDA, 
& HOUSING AUTHORITY 

AGENDA 
 

City Council Chambers 
1015 Chittenden Avenue 

Corcoran, CA  93212 
 

Monday, April 15, 2013 
6:00 P.M. 

 

Public Inspection:  A detailed City Council packet is available for review at the City Clerk’s 
Office, located at Corcoran City Hall, 832 Whitley Avenue. 
Notice of ADA Compliance: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you 
need assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerks Office at  
(559) 992-2151 ext. 235.            

Public Comment: Members of the audience may address the Council on non-agenda items; 
However, in accordance with government code section 54954.2, the Council may not (except in 
very specific instances) take action on an item not appearing on the posted agenda. 

This is the time for members of the public to comment on any matter within the 
jurisdiction of the Corcoran City Council.  This is also the public’s opportunity to request that a 
Consent Calendar item be removed from that section and made a regular agenda item.  The 
councilmembers ask that you keep your comments brief and positive.  Creative criticism, 
presented with appropriate courtesy, is welcome.   

After receiving recognition from the chair, speakers shall walk to the rostrum, state their name 
and address and proceed with comments.  Each speaker will be limited to five (5) minutes.  
Consent Calendar: All items listed under the consent calendar are considered to be routine and 
will be enacted by one motion.  If anyone desires discussion of any item on the consent calendar, 
the item can be removed at the request of any member of the City Council and made a part of the 
regular agenda. 

 
ROLL CALL   Mayor:   Jim Wadsworth  

     Vice Mayor:  Jerry Robertson 
     Council Member:  Mark Cartwright   
     Council Member: Raymond Lerma 
     Council Member: Sidonio “Sid” Palmerin 

INVOCATION      

FLAG SALUTE 

1. PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 
 



2. CONSENT CALENDAR (VV)  
2-A.   Approval of Minutes of the regular meeting on April 1, 2013. 
2-B. Authorization to read ordinances and resolutions by title only.     
2-C. Ratify Letter of Support for AB 680 regarding interregional and inter-county 

roadways.  

3. APPROPRIATIONS (VV)   
 Approval of Warrant Register dated April 15, 2013. (Venegas)  

4. PRESENTATIONS   
 4-A. Congressman David Valadao recognition of Corcoran Police Explorers. 

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS  – None  

6. WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS  
6-A. Consider request from Corcoran VFW Post 6358 to host a Carnival from April 25, 

through April 30, 2013 at the J.G. Boswell Park. (Lopez) (VV) 

6-B. Consider acceptance of resignation of Planning Commissioner Bob Bajwa. 
(Lopez) (VV) 

7. STAFF REPORTS  
7-A. Consider approval of Resolution No. 2676 regarding Special Event Sponsorship 

Policy. (Lopez) (VV) 

7-B. Discussion regarding Centennial Celebration Committee. (Meik) (VV) 

7-C. Finance Department Quarterly Report and Budget discussion. (Meik/Venegas) 

8. MATTERS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL    
 8-A. Information Items  

8-B. Staff Referral Items - Items of Interest (Non-action items the Council may wish to discuss) 
 8-C.  Committee Reports 

9. CLOSED SESSION    
9-A. PERSONNEL (Government Code § 54957(b)).  It is the intention of this 

governing body to meet in closed-session to: 
 Consider the discipline, dismissal or release of a public employee.  
 Hear complaints or charges against a public employee. 
 Consider public employee appointment/employment for the position of:  

            
 Consider public employee performance evaluation for the position of: 

 City Manager          
 

9-B. CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATOR(S) (Government Code § 
54957.6).  It is the intention of this governing body to meet in closed-session to 
review its position and to instruct is designated representatives: 

 Designated representatives: Kindon Meik        
 Name of employee organization: CPOA, CLOCEA, Local 39, and   

   Management           
 
9-C. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 

this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 
Conference with legal counsel – Deciding whether or not basis exists for closed-
session for anticipated litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(3)).   



9-D. PENDING LITIGATION (Government Code § 54956.9).  It is the intention of 
this governing body to meet in closed-session concerning: 
Conference with legal counsel – Deciding whether or not basis exists for closed-
session for anticipated litigation (Government Code § 54956.9(d)(3)).   

10. ADJOURNMENT:  

I certify that I caused this Agenda of the Corcoran City Council meeting to be posted at the City 
Council Chambers, 1015 Chittenden Avenue on April 11, 2013.  

________________________________ 
 Lorraine P. Lopez, City Clerk     

 

   



 STAFF REPORT 
 ITEM #:2-C 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM: Steve Kroeker, City of Corcoran Public Works: 
 
DATE: April 11, 2013   MEETING DATE: April 15, 2013 
  
SUBJECT: Ratification of Letter of Support for AB 680 - State Route 43 Interregional Road 

System 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Council ratifies the letter of support for AB 680 – State Route 43 Interregional Road 
System 
 
Discussion: 
The City received the following request from the Kings County Association of Governments on April 11, 2013 
concerning a letter of support for AB 680 (Salas) in regards to State Route 43. Having State Route 43 on the 
interregional and intercounty roadways list has been a goal for KCAG and the City of Corcoran for a very long time 
now and if this bill is passed in my opinion it would be a very good thing for the City of Corcoran and the 
surrounding areas. 
 

We are seeking letters of support for AB 680 (Salas), a bill that would include Sate Route 43 on the list of 
interregional and intercounty roadways. The significance of the success of the bill would be that SR 43 
would then be eligible to compete for funding through the Interregional Improvement Program (IIP funds).  
 
We apologize for the short turn-around time of this request, but we were just informed yesterday that this 
bill goes before the Assembly Transportation Committee Monday (4/15). If at all possible, please send an 
electronic copy of your letter of support by close of business tomorrow (Friday) in reply to this email. If 
you cannot provide a letter by the end of tomorrow, but can do so by Monday morning (prior to 10:00 a.m.) 
please send an electronic copy to: babanathie@hotmail.com. I will take the letters to Sacramento Monday 
and present them to Assemblyman Salas' office for appropriate distribution. 
 
Please call either Terri or I for any questions about the bill or our request. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bruce Abanathie 
Regional Planner III 
Kings County Association of Governments 
339 W. D Street, Suite B 
Lemoore, CA 93245 
 
Direct: (559) 852- 2584  
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Fax: (559) 924-5632 
 
Email: Bruce.Abanathie@co.kings.ca.us 
Website: http://www.kingscog.org 
 
 
Budget Impact: 
 
There would be no immediate impact to the City’s budget, however if this bill was passed and 
SR 43 was included in funding through the Interregional Improvement Program (IIP funds) then 
any improvements to SR 43 would no longer have to come out of the funds allocated to both City 
and County road funds as is currently the case. 
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April 11, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Bonnie Lowenthal 
Chair, Assembly Transportation Committee 
State Capitol, Room 3152 
Sacramento, CA 94249 
VIA Facsimile: (916) 319-2170 
 
Re: AB 680 - State Route 43 Interregional Road System:  SUPPORT 
 
Dear Assemblymember Lowenthal: 
 
On behalf of City of Corcoran I am writing to express our support for Assembly Bill 680, which 
will the include State Route 43 (SR 43) in the Interregional Road System (IRRS).  SR 43, 
commonly referred to as the “Central Valley Highway”, is comprised of a 97 mile predominantly 
two-lane roadway originating in Kern County, traversing Tulare and Kings Counties, and 
terminating in Fresno County.  The most dominant land use along the SR 43 corridor is for 
agricultural purposes.  SR 43 carries more than 18,000 vehicles daily and is identified as a key 
route for local freight transportation.  SR 43 is also a transit route and provides access to intercity 
passenger rail service stations in Kern and Kings Counties.  SR 43 is the only route with direct 
access to the Colonel Allensworth State Historical Park. 
 
AB 680 would amend Section 164.12 of the Streets and Highways Code to add SR 43 to the list of 
interregional and intercounty routes.  SR 43 would then be eligible to compete for Interregional 
Improvement Program (IIP) funds in order to fund necessary capital improvement projects as 
demand warrants.  It does not automatically give the funds to the regional transportation planning 
agencies (RTPAs).  Through the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) process, the 
RTPAs must compete with the rest of the state and request the funds for programming by the 
California Transportation Commission. 
 
SR 43 provides a necessary route for interregional travel of people and goods.  Two State prisons 
are located on SR 43 and commuters between Fresno and Corcoran and Wasco travel this route to 
get those destinations.  Agricultural products are moved along this corridor.  In times of accidents 
on SR 99, SR 43 is utilized as an alternate route and is easily overwhelmed with traffic.  Accidents 
are frequent and another fatality occurred just this week.  SR 43 is a two-lane conventional 
highway and could be upgraded to a 4-lane expressway to meet travel and safety needs.  By being 
able to compete for IIP funds, improvements to an important interregional route could be realized. 
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SR43 is the City of Corcoran’s lifeline to the rest of Kings County, Fresno County and others 
areas both North and South. In our opinion it is extremely important to the City of Corcoran, 
Kings County and the surrounding area that this essential link is included in the lists of 
interregional and intercounty routes under Section 164.12 and we would appreciate any help in 
making that happen. 
 
We respectfully urge you to support AB-680. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kindon Meik 
City Manager 
 
 
Cc: 
Assemblymember Eric Linder, Assembly Transportation Committee Vice-Chair 
Assemblymember Rudy Salas, 32nd District (Kern/Kings) 
Assemblymember Connie Conway, 26th District (Tulare) 
Assemblymember Shannon Grove, 34th District (Kern) 
Assemblymember Jim Patterson, 23rd District (Fresno) 
Assemblymember Henry Perea, 31st District (Fresno) 
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WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 
                                      ITEM #: 6-A 

 
MEMO 
 
TO:  Corcoran City Council 
 
FROM: Lorraine Lopez, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 
 
DATE: April 5, 2013  MEETING DATE: April 15, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Consider request of VFW to hold a Carnival from April 25, through April 

28, 2013 at the J. G. Boswell Park 
  
Recommendation: (Voice Vote) 
Move to approve request contingent upon the receipt of a Certificate of Insurance naming the 
City of Corcoran as an additional insured, the Carnival Deposit and fees, and a contract for 
security. 
 
Discussion: 
Staff received an application from Corcoran VFW Post 6358 to hold a carnival on April 25, 
through April 28, 2013 at the J.G. Boswell Park.    
 
The VFW annually hosts a carnival. Staff works with the VFW and RAC (Recreation 
Association of Corcoran) staff to insure that all requirements are met. Those requirements are: 

 Deposit of $500.00 
 Fees $100.00/ per day of operation 
 Certificate of Liability Insurance including Endorsements of the City of Corcoran, RAC, 

and Corcoran Community Foundation as additional insureds. 
 Proof of security   

 
In the past, Council has requested the additional stipulation that the fence opening onto Patterson 
Avenue be closed to limit foot traffic, we can request this again if Council prefers.   
 
Budget Impact: 
None. 
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STAFF REPORT 
                                    ITEM #: 6-B 

 
MEMO 
 
TO:  Corcoran City Council 
 
FROM: Lorraine Lopez, Assistant to the City of Manager/City Clerk 
 
DATE: April 9, 2013   MEETING DATE: April 15, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Accept resignation of Corcoran Planning Commissioner Bob Bajwa 
  
Recommendation: (Voice Vote) 
Direct staff to advertise the unscheduled vacancy for the remaining portion of the term, due to 
expire December 31, 2015.   
 
Direct staff to prepare a resolution and return to a future meeting for presentation   
 
Discussion: 
On April 8, 2013, staff received the resignation of Bob Bajwa, Corcoran Planning 
Commissioner.  The resignation is effective immediately.  Staff has notified the Planning 
Commission at their meeting on April 8, 2013.   
 
At this time, staff requests direction to proceed with advertising to solicit interest from 
community members to fill the vacancy.  Following councils directions, the tentative schedule is 
as follows: 
 
 Posting in the City Clerks Office on April 16, 2013; 
 Advertising in the Corcoran Journal on April 18, 2013;  
 Application acceptance until April 30, 2012; 
 Appointment made at a future council meeting, May 6, 2013.   
 
Staff will also solicit interest and send letters to anyone Council desires be contacted.    
 
At councils direction a resolution can be prepared honoring Mr. Bajwa’s service and be returned 
at a future council meeting for presentation.    
 
Budget Impact: 
Minimal advertising costs.  
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STAFF REPORT 
                                     ITEM #:  7-A 

MEMO 
 
TO:  Corcoran City Council 
 
FROM: Lorraine Lopez, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 
 
DATE: April 9, 2013   MEETING DATE:  April 15, 2013 
 
SUBJECT: Consider approval of Special Events Co-Sponsorship Policy  
 
Recommendation:  
Motion to approve Resolution No. 2676 approving the Special Events Co-Sponsorship Policy. 
  
Discussion: 
At the direction of Council in February 2012, staff was asked to provide information regarding 
co-sponsorship of special events and waiving of liability insurance. Staff provided that 
information at a discussion on March 5, 2012 and was directed by council to prepare a policy. 
Attached is the previous report provided to council for reference. 
 
At this time, staff has drafted a policy and it is attached along with resolution for council review 
and consideration. This has been reviewed by staff, and city attorney. 
 
Budget Impacts: 
None.  
 
Attachments: 
 

 Resolution No. 2676  
 Special Event Co-Sponsorship Policy 
 Staff Report 7-F, March 5, 2012 
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RESOLUTION NO.  2676 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORCORAN 
ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL EVENT CO-SPONSORSHIP POLICY  

FOR THE CITY OF CORCORAN 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Corcoran desires to establish a Policy for Co-Sponsorship of 
Special Events; and 

 
WHEREAS, the objective of this policy is to facilitate efficient and economical service 

to the public and to guide staff and provide acceptable parameters for use of city parks and city 
facilities with regards to special events in the City of Corcoran; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Policy is needed to establish co-sponsorship of Special Events; and,    
  

WHEREAS, the Special Event Co-Sponsorship (Exhibit A, attached to and made a part 
of this Resolution) is hereby established for the special event permit process. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of 
Corcoran, State of California, does hereby accept the Special Event Co-Sponsorship Policy as 
attached in Exhibit A: 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED at the regular meeting of the City Council of the City of 
Corcoran held on the 15th day of April 2013, by the following vote: 
 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT:  
 
     APPROVED:___________________________ 
       Jim Wadsworth, Mayor 
 
ATTEST:_______________________________ 
  Lorraine P. Lopez, CMC 

City Clerk 
 



Exhibit A 

Created: April 2013  Page 1  

 
City of Corcoran:  Special Event Co-Sponsorship Policy 

 
 
1. City-Organized Events.   The following events are examples of events organized by City 

staff on City property that are included in the particular department’s annual budget.  
These events can use the City’s name or logo, but all advertisements, brochures, etc. must 
receive City Manager approval in advance. 

 
List TYPES of EVENTS 
i.e. Dog Licensing Clinic (Corcoran Police Department Animal Control Division)  

 
2. City-Sponsored Events.   The following events are either City organized but not on City 

property or the City is jointly organizing the event with other organizations.  Depending 
on the event, additional insurance and/or waivers from participants may be required.  
These events can use the City’s name or logo, but all advertisements, brochures, etc. must 
receive City Manager approval in advance. 

 
List TYPES of EVENTS 
Clean-up events 
Parades 

 
3. City-Supported Events.   The following events are supported with staff, supplies or 

equipment resources only unless specific financial grants are approved.  These events are 
run by other organizations or individuals that will be required to ensure that the 
appropriate insurance coverage is in place and/or waivers obtained if requested by the 
City.  The City’s name or logo should not be used in advertisements or brochures unless 
approved in advance by the City Manager.   

      
List TYPES of EVENTS 

 Cotton Festival  
National Night Out  
Police Activities League (PAL) events 

 Stix N Flix Summer Concert Series at Christmas Tree Park  
 
4. Using the City’s Name or Logo for Soliciting Donations.   The following events or 

activities have not requested or received City support in the form of financial grant, staff 
assistance, supplies or equipment, but the City Council has given permission to use the 
City’s name in fundraising efforts: 

 
5. City Lease of Facilities or Equipment.  The City’s rental of facilities or equipment to 

other organizations or individuals does not indicate City approval, sponsorship or support 
of the organization, individual or event.  The use of the City’s name or logo is not 
authorized in these situations. 

  



City of Corcoran Page 2 
 Special Event Co-Sponsorship Policy 
Council Resolution No. 2676 Exhibit A  
Adopted:  
 

6.  Other Events.  For events that are not listed above, the following protocols shall be 
followed: 

 
a.  City Manager approval is required for the following:  

 
i. Any public event involving a direct City grant of City funds (grants of $1,000 or 

more require City Council approval); or 
 

ii. Any public event involving expenditures for staff time, supplies, equipment or 
waivers of typical rental fees (expenditures of $5,000 or more require City 
Council approval), excluding staff resources solely for reviewing use permits or 
special event permits; or   

 
iii. Any event for which the organizers desire to have the City publicly identified as a 

sponsor or supporter in advertisements, brochures, etc.  However, if such City 
identification will be used for fundraising/donation purposes, then City Council 
approval will be required. 

 
Approval of these events shall indicate the level of City involvement as categorized 
above, if any, and any requirements regarding insurance, waivers, advertising, etc. 
 

b.   City Council approval is required for the following:   
 

i.    Any public event involving a direct City grant of City funds of $1,000 or more; or 
 

ii. Any public events involving an estimated expenditure of $5,000 or more, 
including estimated costs for staffing, supplies or equipment excluding staff 
resources solely for reviewing use permits or special event permits. 

 
iii.    Use of the City’s name or logo for fundraising or donation purposes. 

  
Approval of these events shall indicate the level of City involvement as categorized 
above, if any, and any requirements regarding insurance, waivers, advertising, etc. 
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STAFF REPORT 
        ITEM #:  7-B 

MEMO 

TO:  Corcoran City Council 

FROM: Kindon Meik, City Manager 

DATE: April 11, 2013  MEETING DATE: April 15, 2013 

SUBJECT: Centennial Celebration Committee   

 
Recommendation: 
Staff requests Council direction on the formation of a committee to prepare for the City’s 
centennial celebration in 2014.   
 
Discussion: 
On August 14, 2014 the City of Corcoran will celebrate its centennial.  In anticipation of this 
historic milestone, it is necessary to begin planning for the community events and activities that 
will be held during the year.   
 
At this time, it is recommended that the City Council create a Centennial Committee that would 
plan for and oversee the activities associated with the centennial celebration.  Possible items of 
discussion include: 

 Number of committee members 
o Size of the committee should be no more than 12-15 members 
o Subcommittees can be created to allow for increased community participation 

 Composition of Committee 
o City Council/City Staff 
o Representatives from Community Organizations (Chamber, CUSD, Faith Based 

and Volunteer Organizations, Healthcare Community, etc.) 
o Youth Representative(s) 

 Committee Leadership and Reporting 
o Committee Chair – City Council 
o Committee Chair – Community Member 
o Frequency of reporting to Council 

 Committee Budget 
o Seed money from City 
o Donations 

 
Budget Impact: 
No budget impact on current budget. 
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MATTERS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
        ITEM #: 8   

MEMORANDUM 
 
MEETING DATE: April 15, 2013 
 
TO:  Corcoran City Council 
 
FROM: Lorraine Lopez, Assistant to the City Manager/City Clerk 
 
SUBJECT: Matters for Mayor & Council 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS 
o April 18, 2013 (Thursday) Economic Development Workshop – 5:00 PM, 

Technology Learning Center, Corcoran High School, 1101 Dairy Avenue  
o April 25, 2013 (Thursday) Safe Routes to School Survey in coordination with 

Corcoran Unified Schools. 
o May 6, 2013 (Monday) City Council Meeting – 6:00 PM, Council Chambers 
o May 10, 2013 (Friday) Chic-fil-A Leadercast – Technology Learning Center, 

Corcoran High School, 1101 Dairy Avenue  
o May 20, 2013 (Monday) City Council Meeting – 6:00 PM, Council Chambers 
  

B. Council Comments 
 
 This is the time for council members to comment on matters of interest.  
 

1. Staff Referral Items  
 
C. Committee Reports    
 
D. Council Goals 

  
Two Year Goals: 
1. Safe Crossings on Highway 43 
2. Balance Budget 
3. Maintain Services 
4. Prepare for Centennial Activities  

Long Term Goals: 
1. Lighted Soccer Field 
2. Demolition of Grain Building 
3. Police Department Facility 
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Update 04/01/13 

 
 

COUNCIL REQUESTS OR REFERRAL ITEMS  
   PENDING FURTHER ACTION or RESOLUTION BY STAFF  

 
DATE  

Sent to Council/ 
Request made 

REQUEST STATUS 
 

DEPARTMENT 
RESPONSIBLE 

Dept/Division 
03/05/12 Council directed staff develop guidelines for co-

sponsorship of events. 
In progress City Clerk/ 

Finance 

04/01/13 Council directed staff to explore options to have 
wi-fi (internet) connection in the Council 
Chambers. 

 City Manager 

04/01/13 Council directed staff to explore options to 
convert paper packets into electronic council 
packets (e-packets) including funding options for 
cost of implementation of tablets.  

 City Manager 

04/01/13 Council directed staff to explore options to 
upgrade audio visual (AV) system, including 
audio (microphone), projection and display 
equipment in the Council Chambers. 

 City Manager 
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